[Magnetic Resonance Imaging in Facial Bell's Palsy].
The meaning of facial nerve enhancement by gadolinium-enhanced magnetic resonanca imaging (MRI) in Bell's palsy is very discussed. Aim of our study was to define the radiological data in facial Bell's palsy and to correlate them with clinical data. 34 patients with facial Bell's palsy were studied prospectively. Each patient had two gadolinium-enhanced MRI. The first MRI was realized during the first ten days. The second MRI was realized three months later. Two patients with facial nerve enhancement localized on the third portion was not clinically normalized at 3 months. Facial nerve enhancement and his precise location was noted. Facial nerve enhancement was noted in 71,5% on first MRI and in 30% on second MRI. Gadolinium-enhancement was predominantly noted on the Fundus. No patients with facial nerve enhancement persisting at three months was clinically normalized at one month. Facial nerve enhancement localized on the fundus and/or on the third portion, persisting at three months, could be consider as a negative landmark of fast clinical facial recuperation.